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CONSTITUTION 


FOR 
Gateway Rebekah Lodge, No. 77, I. 0. 0. F. 


ARTICLE I. 
NAME. 


SECTION 1. This Lodge shall be hailed and 
entitled Gateway Rebekah Lodge, No. 77, of 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of Ore- 
gon, holding a legal and unreclaimed charter, 
granted and sanctioned by the Grand Lodge of 
Oregon. 


Sec. 2. The objects and purposes of this Lodge 
are to aid in the establishment and maintenance 
of a Home for the aged, indigent Odd Fellows 
and their wives, the widows of deceased Odd Fel- 
lows and Rebekahs; Home for the education and 
support of orphans of deceased Odd Fellows. 

Sec. 3. To visit the sick, relieve the distressed, 
and in every way to assist Subordinate and sister 
Rebekah Lodges in kindly ministrations to the 
families of Odd Fellows who are in trouble or want. 

Src. 4. To cultivate and extend the social and 
fraternal relations of life among the Lodges 
and families of Odd Fellows. 

ARTICLE II. 
MEMBERSHIP. 


SECTION 1. The persons herein specified shall 
be eligible to membership in this Rebekah 
Lodge, subject to the laws relative to residence, 
of the Sovereign Grand Lodge and the Grand 
Lodge of Oregon; and conditioned further that 
all female applicants shall be white women, who 
have attained the age of eighteen years (except 
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that the said age limit shall not apply to applicants 
who are the wives of Odd Fellows), who believe 
in a Supreme, Intelligent Creator and Ruler of the 
Universe, and who are of good moral character. 

First—All persons who have received the 
Rebekah Degree. 

Second—All Odd Fellows in good standing, 
their wives, daughters, sisters and mothers. 
Also the daughters, sisters and mothers of 
deceased Odd Fellows who at the time of their 
death were members of the Order. 

Third—All unmarried white women. 

Fourth—All applicants for membership as 
above enumerated must be proposed in the 
Lodge nearest his or her residence, except that 
Lodge or Lodges grant permission for his or her 
joining another Lodge. 

Fifth—In the institution of Rebekah Lodges, 
the number of applicants who may be inducted 
into the Degree for the purpose of applying for 
a charter shall be limited to five brothers and 
five legally qualified ladies. 

Sec. 2. No suspended or expelled member of 
a Rebekah Lodge can be received in this Lodge, 
except by being reinstated and receiving a with- 
drawal card, or on the presentation of a dis- 
missal certificate from the Lodge which suspended 
or expelled such member. 

Sec. 8. A sister in this Rebekah Lodge shall 
not lose her membership by the operation of any 
rule not alike applicable to brothers. 

Sec. 4. This Rebekah Lodge shall confer the 
Degree on those persons only who apply for 
membership therein. A person elected to mem- 
bership in this Rebekah Lodge must show a res- 
idence of six months in the jurisdiction of Oregon, 





| 


in the jurisdiction of the Lodge, and must receive — 


the Degree in this Lodge. The right and duty of 
conferring this Degree cannot be transferred to 
another and different Lodge. 


CONSTITUTION 5 
_ Sec. 5. In the case of brothers, membership 
in a Rebekah Lodge is dependent on contin- 
uous good standing in a Subordinate Lodge, 
except that if a brother takes a withdrawal card 
from a Subordinate Lodge of which he may be a 
member, his membership in his Rebekah Lodge 
shall not be affected thereby for one year from 
the date of said withdrawal card, if during that 
time he shall keep his dues paid up in the Re- 
bekah Lodge. And if he shall during said year 
become a member of another Lodge, by deposit of 
said card, his membership in the Rebekah Lodge 
shall not be affected by the taking of the card. 


Sec. 6. It shall be the duty of the Secretary 
of each Rebekah Lodge to furnish to the Secre- 
tary of each Subordinate Lodge to which any 
member of said Rebekah Lodge belongs, a list 
of members of said Subordinate Lodge who are 
also members of said Rebekah Lodge; and there- 
after to notify the Secretary of the proper Sub- 
ordinate Lodge when any brother shall become a 
member of said Rebekah Lodge; and it shall be 
the duty of each Secretary of a Subordinate 
Lodge thus notified that a member or members 
of his Lodge are members of such Rebekah 
Lodge, to inform the Secretary of said Rebekah 
Lodge, without unnecessary delay, of the with- 
drawal by card, dropping, suspension, expulsion 
or reinstatement of any such member. And any 
Rebekah Lodge has the right to require from 
any brother of that Lodge a certificate of his good 
standing in the Subordinate Lodge of which he 


is a member. 
ARTICLE III. 
PROPOSITION FOR MEMBERSHIP. 
SECTION 1. The name of a person offered for 
membership, with residence, must be proposed 
in writing at a regular meeting, signed by the 
applicant and recommended by one member of 
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this Lodge, and forthwith referred to a commit- 
tee of three members for investigation, who 

shall report at the next succeeding regular meet- 

ing (unless extraordinary circumstances _pre- 

vent), when the candidate may be balloted for, 

and if not more than two black balls appear, the 

applicant shall be elected, and the Lodge may 

proceed to initiate the candidate forthwith, if- 
desired, but if three or more black balls appear, 

the applicant shall be rejected. : 


Sec. 2. When a candidate has been rejected 
notice thereof ‘shall be sent to all Rebekah © 
Lodges within the district and to the Secretary 
of the Assembly; and the applicant can not be 
proposed again in any Lodge for the space of six 
months after such rejection, except that an 
applicant for membership by card may apply 
again at any time. 

Sec. 3. Applications for membership may be 
withdrawn without the permission of the Lodge 
before the report of the committee thereon is 
read to the Lodge, but not afterwards. 


ARTICLE IV. 


OFFICERS. 


SECTION 1. The elective officers of this Lodge 
shall consist of a Noble Grand, Vice Grand, Secre- 
tary, Treasurer, and, if deemed necessary, a 
Financial Secretary, who shall be elected by a 
written ballot; and in case of only one nominee, 
a member may cast the ballot by and with the 
unanimous consent of the Lodge. The appointed 
officers shall be a Warden, Conductor, Inside 
Guardian, Outside Guardian, Right and Left 
Supporters to the Noble Grand, Right and Left 
Supporters to the Vice Grand, and Chaplain. 

SEC. 2. No member shall be eligible to the 
chair of Noble Grand, unless such member shall 
have served, a regular term, or the remainder of 
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a term to fill a vacancy, as Vice Grand; nor as 
Vice Grand, unless she has served a term in an 
appointive or an elective office; provided, that by 
proper dispensation any member may be elected if 
all qualified members refuse toserve. All offices 
shall be for the term of six months, or one year, as 
prescribed by the Grand Lodge of this jurisdiction. 


SEc. 3. All elective officers shall be clear of 
all pecuniary charges on the books at the time 





of their installation. 


Sec. 4. Officers must serve a majority of 
meetings held in the term, and to the end of the 
term, in order to be entitled to the honors of the 
office. Officers elected to fill vacancies and serv- 
ing to the end of the term, shall be entitled to 
the honors of the office. 

Sec. 5. Any officer being absent from the 
Lodge for three successive regular meetings, 
may be removed from office, by the office 
being declared vacant by the Noble Grand, by 
and with the consent of the Lodge. 


SEC. 6. Vacancies in any elective office may 
be filled by the Lodge by nomination and election 
at the next regular meeting after nominating; 
and until so filled the Noble Grand shall appoint a 
member to fill the office pro tem. In case of any 
one refusing to be installed at the time of instal- 
lation, the District Deputy President shall order 
the Lodge to nominate and forthwith elect the 
officer, who shall then be installed. 

Sec. 7. The duties of the various offices 
shall be as laid down in the charges of office, 
and as specified by this Constitution and the 
By-Laws of the Lodge. 

Sec. 8. Nominations for elective officers shall 
be made only on the two regular meetings imme- 
diately preceding that of the regular election, 
except when the nominees for an office all decline. 


Sec. 9. Officers shall be elected at the last 
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regular meeting in May and November, except 
the Financial Secretary, who shall be chosen 
annually at the election in November, and be 
installed at the first regular meeting of the new 
term, providing the installing officer is present. 


Sec. 10. The Noble Grand, or officer acting as 
such, shall appoint the majority, and the Vice 
Grand, or officer acting as such, shall appoint the 
minority of all committees (except the committee 
to introduce visitors, which shall be appointed 
by the Noble Grand). 


Sec. 11. The Noble Grand shall prohibit, at 
all meetings of the Rebekah Lodge the attend- 
ance of children who are over the age of two years. 


ARTICLE V. 
POWERS AND PRIVILEGES. 


SECTION 1. This Rebekah Lodge shall possess 
the power and enjoy the following privileges, 
subject to the rules, usages and general regula- 
tions of the Order applicable thereto, and to the 
provisions of Constitutional and other laws 
enacted for its government by the Grand Lodge. 


SEc. 2. To confer the Rebekah Degree on 
properly qualified applicants, as hereinbefore 
specified. 

SEc. 8. To elect and appoint their own offi- 
cers, in the manner prescribed by the Grand 
Lodge, and by their own By-Laws. Service in 
office in a Subordinate Lodge shall not be a qual- 
ification for office in this Rebekah Lodge, and a 
past officer in a Subordinate Lodge shall not be 
entitled, by reason thereof, to any special privi- 
lege in this Rebekah Lodge, other than wearing 
the collar of the highest rank attained. 


Sec. 4. To fix and establish initiation fees 
and dues, to be paid at such time and in such 
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manner as the Constitution or By-Laws may pro- 
vide, and to provide by By-Laws when those in 
arrears shall be suspended from the rights and 
privileges of membership. 


Sec. 5. To pay and disburse from the funds- 
of the Lodge, from time to time, as a majority 
of the members present shall by vote determine, 
for any of the declared purposes of this Degree; 
provided, that Lodges may set aside ten per cent 
of their receipts from all sources as a contin- 
gent fund. 


Sec. 6. To establish such By-Laws and Rules 
of Order, not inconsistent herewith, or with the 
rules, usages and general regulations of the 
Order, as they may deem proper, subject, how- 
ever, to the approval of the Grand Lodge. 


Sec. 7. This Lodge shall not have any public 
celebration, or get up any ball or public amuse- 
ment, or admit to membership any member of 
any expelled or extinct Lodge, or reinstate an 
expelled member, without the permission of the 
President of the Rebekah Assembly; provided, 
that a Lodge may appear in full regalia at public 
installations, or the funeral of a brother or sister 
without obtaining dispensation for that purpose. 


ARTICLE VI. 


TRIALS AND PENALTIES. 


SEcTION 1. Any brother may continue his 
membership in this Lodge so long as he remains 
a member in good standing of a Subordinate 

- Lodge and pays his dues to this Lodge, and any 
sister may remain a member so long as she con- 





- forms to the requirements of the Order. 


Src. 2. Any member neglecting or refusing to 
make payment of his or her dues against him or 
her to this Lodge, according to its By-Laws, for 
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the space of twelve months, shall be reported to 
the Lodge by the Secretary'at a regular meeting 
and shall be notified in writing by the Lodge of 
the state of his or her account, and if, at the 
next regular meeting, such account still remains 
unsettled, he or she shall cease to be a member, 
unless the Lodge otherwise directs; provided, 
that no member shall cease to be a member until 
after the fact of his or her dues being in arrears 
and unpaid for twelve months shall have been 
announced in open Lodge at two regular meet-— 
ings. Nopersonin arrears for dues thirteen weeks 
shall be entitled to the semi-annual password. 
After a member of a Rebekah Lodge has become 
sixty years of age and has been a contributing 
member for twenty-five consecutive years, his or 
her name shall not be dropped from the roll by 
virtue of his or her being more than one year in 
arrears for non-payment of dues, but he or she 
shall be retained as a non-contributing member, 
and as such shall be entitled to the passwords 
and fellowship of Lodges and shall have all the 
privileges of active members, except pecuniary 
benefits, and the Rebekah Lodge shall not be 
compelled to pay per capita tax on such members. 





Sec. 3. Any member who has ceased to be a 
member in consequence of non-payment of dues | 
may be reinstated upon.the payemnt of oneyear’s 
dues, and written application for reinstatement, 
which petition shall be disposed of in all respects 
as a petition for membership by initiation. 


Sec, 4. Any person who shall violate any of 
the principles of the Order, or offend against the 
Constitution, By-Laws or Rules of Order of 
this Lodge, shall be reprimanded, suspended or 
expelled, as the By-Laws may direct or the 
Lodge determine. 


SEC. 5. It shall be the duty of every member 


. 


_ CONSTITUTION 11 


who may know or come to the knowledge of any 
violation or transgression of the principles or 
usages of the Order by a brother or sister to 
immediately communicate the same in writing 
to the Noble Grand. The Noble Grand shall 
forthwith refer a copy of such written commu- 
_ nication (concealing the name of the informant) 
to a special committee of three members, which 
= shall proceed without delay to inves- 





tigate the matters therein stated, and if, in their 

opinion, there is just grounds therefor, they 

shall, as early as practicable, prefer a charge or 
charges against the accused member. 


SEc. 6. Such charges, when so preferred, 
shall be forthwith referred to a committee of 
five members, who shall, if possible, be chosen 
from the peers of the accused. Such committee 
shall, without unnecessary delay, summon the 
parties and try the case, and the chairman of the 
committee preferring charges shall conduct the 
prosecution for the Lodge before the committee 
trying the same. They shall keep full minutes of 
the evidence and of their proceedings, and report 
the same to the Lodge, with their verdict. Ifa 
witness be a member of the Order he or she 
shall give his or her evidence on the honor of an 
Odd Fellow; if not a member, then on oath; and 
the proceedings must state that such obligation 
or oath was administered. No testimony shall 
be taken without notice or opportunity for cross- 

_ examination by the opposing party. Upon the 
report being made, notice thereof shall be forth- 
with given by the Secretary to the party against 
whom the verdict is rendered, and he or she 
shall have two weeks in which to file exceptions. 

_ If no exceptions are filed within two weeks, the 
Lodge shall proceed to pronounce judgment upon 
the verdict and affix the penalty. An appeal 
from the judgment of the Lodge may be taken 
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at any time within two weeks thereafter to the 
Grand Lodge, and if no such appeal is taken, the 
judgment of the Lodge shall be final. When a 
bill of exceptions to the report of the committee 
is filed as above provided, the Lodge may deter- 
mine upon its merits, and either sustain the 
report of the committee, or refer it back to the 
same or another committee, or grant a new 
trial. If the Lodge deems the exceptions not 
well taken, it shall proceed to pronounce its 
judgment and affix the penalty. ; 

Sec. 7. If the accused refuse or neglect to 
appear for trial when duly summoned, or make 
answer to the charges preferred, he or she shall 
be considered as having pleaded guilty thereto, and 
upon report of the trial committee, the Lodge 
shall proceed to affix the penalty, which shall be 
expulsion. 

Sec. 8. If the committee decides that the 
charges are sustained, and no appeal is taken 
therefrom, or if the Lodge shall, on appeal, 
decide that the charges are sustained, it shall 
proceed to affix a penalty for the offense. Ifa 
specific penalty for an offense be provided in the 
Constitution or By-Laws, the Noble Grand shall 
enforce it. If none be so provided, the Lodge 
shall decide by ballot whether the penalty shall | 
be expulsion, suspension, reprimand or fine. — 
During the ballot the accused shall withdraw 
from the Lodge room. If upon the ballot, it 
shall appear that two-thirds of the ballots are 
cast for expulsion, expulsion shall be the pen- 
alty; if two-thirds of the ballots are cast for 
suspension, such shall be the penalty, and 
the Lodge shall proceed to fix the duration of 
such suspension. If neither expulsion nor sus-_ 
pension is determined as_ the penalty, as 
above provided, then the penalty shall either be 
reprimand, or fine, or both; if fine is determined 
upon, then the Lodge shall fix the amount, not 
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exceeding ten dollars; if reprimand is decided 
upon, then the accused shall be reprimanded in 
open Lodge by the Noble Grand, and should the 
accused fail to appear and receive such repri- 
_ mand within twenty days from the time of receiv- 
_ing notice of the action of the Lodge in his or her 
case, he or she shall be deemed guilty of con- 
tempt, the penalty for which shall be expulsion. 


SEc. 9. When a member shall be subject to 

e penalty of reprimand, he or she shall be sum- 

moned to attend at some regular meeting, to be 

fixed by the Noble Grand, to be reprimanded 

_ from the Noble Grand’s chair, and until he or she 
so attend and be reprimanded, he or she shall 
be suspended from all benefits and privileges of 
membership. 


SEc. 10. Notice of all suspensions, expulsions, 
rejections and reinstatements and of those who 
have ceased to be members in accordance with 
Section 2 of this Article, shall forthwith be for- 
warded to every Lodge in the district and also 
to the Secretary of the Rebekah Assembly who 
shall, at the end of each quarter, forward the 
same to all the Lodges in this jurisdiction. 


Sec. 11. An expelled member can be rein- 
stated only after a proposition, reference and 
election by ballot, as in the case of a newly 
proposed member. A brother or sister suspended 
for any cause may be reinstated on the removal 
of the cause, or the expiration of the term for 
hich he or she was suspended, without action 
the Lodge, and the Noble Grand shall declare 
he reinstatement in open Lodge. 

Sec. 12. Any member intending to appeal 
from the action of the Lodge, either on a decis- 
ion of law, or when charges have been prefer- 
~ red, shall, within two weeks thereafter, file with 
the Secretary a notice of appeal, and the grounds 
thereof; upon which the Secretary shall forth- 
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with send a notice or true copy of the same, if 

the appeal be from a decision upon a question of 

law, together with a certified copy of all the pro- 

ceedings of the Lodge in relation to the case to © 
the President of the Rebekah Assembly. If the 
appeal be from the action of the Lodge upon 
trial, then the Secretary shall forthwith trans: 
mit to the Grand Secretary certified copies 0: 
the notice of appeal, charges, reports, evidenc 
and transcript of the minutes of the Lodge rela 
ing to the case. 


Sec. 13. All the votes taken under the pre > 
visions of this Article shall be by ballot. 


Sec. 14. If any member of the Lodge shall 
make to the Noble Grand any accusation against 
a member which shall prove to be unfounded or 
false and malicious, he or she shall be repri- 
manded, fined, suspended or expelled, as the 
Lodge may determine. 


Sec. 15. Any member who may know of any 
just cause for complaint against a member of 
another Lodge in this jurisdiction, for any viola- 
tion of the principles or usages of the Order, shall 
present in writing to the Noble Grand of the 
Lodge of which the accuser is a member, a sum- 
mary of such complaint as he or she desires to — 
prefer against the accused member, together 
with such evidence, and the names of such wit- 
nesses as may have any knowledge concerning 
the subject matter of the complaint preferred, 
and such complaint shall be signed by the mem: 
ber making the same. ; 


SEc. 16. On the receipt of such complaint | 
shall be the duty of the Noble Grand to endors 
thereon his or her acknowledgement there 
certified by the Secretary and attested with th 
seal of the Lodge, and forthwith the Noble Grand 
shall forward a duly authenticated copy of such 
complaint, under seal, to the Noble Grand of the 
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Lodge whereof the accused is a member, and the 
Lodge to which such complaint shall be sent 
shall proceed to hear and determine the same in 
like manner as if preferred by a member of its 
own body. 

_ Sec. 17. Any witness whose evidence is alleged 
o be material, residing more than twenty-five 
miles from the location of the Lodge, wherein 
_ the trial is had, may have his or her testimony 
fies at the instance of the defendant, or the 









roper committee of the Lodge, in the manner 
hereinafter provided. 

SEc. 18. The party desiring such testimony 
shall file with the Recording Secretary of the 
Lodge the interrogatories to be propounded to 
such witness, and serve a copy of the same upon 
the adverse party without delay, who shall there- 
upon file cross-interrogatories with the Secretary 
within one week after serving of such copy. 
After the filing of such interrogatories and 
cross-interrogatories, a commission shall issue 
forthwith, under the seal of the Lodge, and 
signed by the Noble Grand and Secretary, directed 
to the Lodge nearest the residence of such 
absent witness, with the said interrogatories and 
cross-interrogatories annexed thereto, which 

- commission shall authorize and request such 

Lodge to appoint and designate a committee of 

said Lodge to propound said interrogatories to 

such witness and take down the answers thereto, 
and return the same duly authenticated under 
the seal of the Lodge, together with the com- 
mission to the Lodge from whence it issued. 

y testimony taken under the provisions of 

s Section shall be received as evidence in the 

case by the trial committee, subject to all legal 

objections. But no objection shall be deemed 

- sufficient unless the defect complained of is 
substantial, and prejudices the rights of the 
complaining party. 
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SEC. 19. A trial shall not be postponed on the 
ground of such absent testimony unless it is 
made to appear to the satisfaction of the trial 
committee that the testimony of the witness is 
material, and that proper diligence has been 
used to obtain it. 

Sec. 20. That on the trial of a member upo 
charges duly preferred, a majority of the tria 
committee shall proceed with the trial; provide 
the accused consents thereto. It shall take th 
votes of at least. three of said committee to fi 
a verdict of guilty. That if only a majority 01 
the trial committee be present at the appointed 
time for trial, and the accused refuses to 
proceed with the trial, the committee shal! - 
adjourn from day to day until said committee 
are all present. 

Sec. 21. -That any member of a trial commit- 
tee who shall fail to appear at the time set 
for trial, shall be deemed guilty of contempt of 
the Lodge and shall be fined, reprimanded or 
suspended, as the Lodge shall deem proper, unless 
said member gives a good’and sufficient reason 
for his or her absence. 

SEc. 22. The Lodge shall have power to fill 
any vacancy in a trial committee. 

ARTICLE VII. 
FUNDS AND PROPERTY. 

SECTION 1. The funds and property of thi 
Lodge having been raised for the relief 
sick and distressed members, and other chari 
able uses in the Order, cannot be divided in 
manner among the members, but shall rem: 
the property of this Lodge for its legitim: 
purposes, so long as its charter is unreclaime 

ARTICLE VIII. 
TERMS AND RETURNS. 
SECTION 1. All terms shall commence on the 
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first day of January and July of each year, and 
end on the day on which the succeeding one com- 
mences; and each Lodge shall fix the time of 
meeting of the Lodge by its own By-Laws. 


SEc. 2. The officers for the term expiring 
December 31st of each year shall prepare the 
annual returns required by the laws of the Order, 
and forward the same to the Secretary of the 
Assembly; and the officers shall not be installed 
until such reports shall be ready to forward to 
the Secretary of the Assembly. 


ARTICLE IX. 
VOTING AND BALLOTING. 


SECTION 1. Voting in this Rebekah Lodge shall 
be as follows: Upon the admission or reinstate- 
ment of members, in any lawful manner whatso- 
ever, votes shall be by ball ballot, and not less 
than three black balls are required to reject. 
Upon sustaining charges, upon the infliction of 
any form of penalty after trial and conviction, 
and upon granting withdrawal cards, votes shall 
be by ball ballot. In-the election of officers, or 
Delegates to the Assembly, and of committees 
which are to be elected, the votes shall be by 

ballot, except that local law may provide for 
- election by acclamation where there is but one 
nominee. Votes in all other cases shall be viva 
voce; provided, that all ballots for membership 
all be inspected by the Vice Grand and Noble 
rand before a decision is rendered on the same. 
e Vice Grand shall announce the ballot whether 
orable or unfavorable. 

ARTICLE X. 

CARDS. 

ECTION 1. Visiting cards shall be granted 
upon request, upon payment of the price of 
the card and dues to the expiration thereof, and 

vote will not be necessary to grant the same; and 
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in case of recess the Noble Grand and Secretary 

shall issue the same. Dismissal certificates shall 

be issued upon the payment of one dollar. With- 

drawal cards shall be issued upon the payment of 

the cost of the card and dues to the date of issue, 

and a majority vote by ball ballot shall be neces-_ 
sary to grant the same. Should the Lodge refuse 
to grant a withdrawal card the member, if clear 
on the books, upon payment of the fee, may tak 
a certificate of resignation. 


Src. 2. That.the possession of a visiting card, 
the date of which extends to a date later than 
when the same is presented, or an official certif- 
icate for dues paid to a date later than when the 
same is presented, properly signed and sealed, 
be and the same is hereby declared sufficient, 
proper and legal authority for any Noble Grand 
of a Rebekah Lodge, upon proper identification, 
to communicate to the holder thereof the annual 
traveling password of the Rebekah Degree. If 
the holder of a visiting card or official certifi- 
eate, as above mentioned, is a member of a 
Rebekah Lodge in the same jurisdiction as the 
Rebekah Lodge to which the said visiting card or 
official certificate is presented, then, and in that 
event, the Noble Grand is authorized to commu- 
nicate to the holder of said visiting card or offi- 
cial certificate the semi-annual password. 


















card, changing his or her residence from thi 
territorial jurisdiction of his or her Lodge to th 
territorial jurisdiction of another, and desirii 
to unite with a Lodge at his or her new place 
residence, upon making application for membe! 
ship, accompanied by an official certificate 
visiting card, showing dues paid in advance, and 
being elected as provided by local law, upon 
notice being sent to the Secretary of his or her 
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Lodge, said Lodge shall, unless charges are pend- 
ing, without ballot and for the sum of twenty-five 
cents, issue a transfer certificate and send the 
same at once to the Secretary sending for it; and 
upon receipt of the transfer certificate, the mem- 
ber shall be entitled to sign the Constitution and 
become a member of the new Lodge without the 
ayment of any admission fee. 


Sec. 4. A brother or sister desiring to sever 
membership, without taking advantage of the 
provisions of the preceding Section, if free from 
all charges, and on payment of all dues and 
twenty-five cents for the card, may receive a 
withdrawal card or certificate of resignation. 


SEc. 5. Upon the deposit of said card or cer- 
tificate of resigation with a Lodge to which he 
or she has applied and been elected, and the pay- 
ment of such fee as may be prescribed by the 
By-Laws, he or she shall be entitled to sign the 
Constitution and By-Laws and be received in 
full membership from such time. 


Sec. 6. Brothers or sisters applying for mem- 
bership in any Lodge by card or transfer certifi- 
cate must obtain consent from the Lodge or 

_ Lodges nearest their residence in order to join 
-any other Lodge. 


ARTICLE XI. 
SURRENDER OF CHARTER. 









SECTION 1. This Rebekah Lodge shall consist 
\ot less than five members, and cannot volun- 
ly surrender its charter, nor dissolve, so long 
e members in good standing desire to retain 
ch charter and work under it; provided, that 
when a vote upon the surrendering of a charter 
is to be taken, notice shall be sent to all mem- 
bers of the Lodge in good standing. 
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ARTICLE’ XII. 
QUORUM. 

SECTION 1. A quorum of this Rebekah Lodge 

shall consist of five members, including one law- 

fully qualified to preside. All the above require- 

ments are to be construed as applying to mem- 
bers, irrespective of sex. 

ARTICLE XIII. 

INCORPORATION. 


SECTION 1. This Rebekah Lodge shall incor- 
porate in order to protect its members and prop- 
erty, and shall elect three Trustees on the first © 
regular meeting of each year, who shall give 
bonds for the faithful discharge of their duty. 


ARTICLE XIV. 
BY-LAWS. 


SECTION 1. This Lodge may make, alter or 
rescind such By-Laws, Rules and Regulations, 
from time to time, as may be deemed expedient; 
provided, that they do not in anywise contravene 
this Constitution, or the Constitution, By-Laws 
or Regulations of the Grand Lodge of Oregon, 
or of the Sovereign Grand Lodge. 

Sec. 2. The By-Laws of this Lodge are in — 
force from the time of their approval by the 
President of the Rebekah Annona subject to 
the approval of the Grand Lodge. The man 
script copy of such By-Laws shall be imme 
ately transmitted to the President of the Rebek 
Assembly on their adoption by the Lodge. 















BY-LAWS 


OF 
Gateway Rebekah Ledge, No. 77, I. 0. O. F. 


ARTICLE I. 
MEETINGS. 


SECTION 1. Theregular meetings of this Lodge 
shall be held on the first and third Friday even- 
ings of each month. The stated hour of meeting 
shall be 8:00 o’clock during the months of May, 
June, July, August and September, and 7:30 
o’clock during the remainder of the year. 


SEC. 2. Special meetings may be called by the 
N. G., either at his or her discretion, or at the 
written request of five members in good stand- 
ing, or by vote of the Lodge. In either case the 
Secretary shall notify the members. No busi- 
ness shall be transacted at special meetings 
other than that for which such meetings may 
have been called. 
Sec. 3. At all meetings five members (one of 
whom is qualified to preside) shall constitute a 
_ quorum for the transaction of business. 
ARTICLE II. 
MEMBERSHIP. 


SECTION 1. All applications for membership 
hall be in writing, signed by the applicant and 
commended by at least one member of this 
odge, accompanied by the admission fee, as 
provided in Section 1, Article II, of the Con- 
stitution. 

Sec. 2. The petition of Odd Fellows, their 
wives, daughters, sisters or mothers shall be 
accompanied by a certificate of good standing 
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from the Subordinate Lodge of which ‘the brother 
is or was a member. 


Src. 8. Should the applicant be rejected the 
fee shall be returned; but if elected and he or 
she shall fail to present himself or herself for 
initiation for a period of three months there- 
after such election shall be void and the fee for- 
feited, unless otherwise ordered by the Lodge. 

Sec. 4. A favorable ballot may be reconsid- 
ered at any regular meeting prior to the admis 
sion of the candidate; provided, that Paice 
of the members’ present agree thereto. 


Sec. 5. Every person upon being admitted to 
membership in this Lodge shall sign the Con- 
stitution and By-Laws. 


ARTICLE III. 
FEES AND DUES. 


SECTION 1. The initiation fee of this Lodge 
shall be $5.00. 


Sec. 2. Brothers or sisters admitted to mem- 
bership by deposit of withdrawal card shall 
pay $1.00. 












SEc. 3. Brothers or sisters admitted to mem- 
ship by deposit of dismissal certificate shall 
pay $1.00. 


Sec. 4. Brothers or sisters admitted to me 
bership as Ancient Rebekahs shall pay $1.00 


Sec. 5. Brothers or sisters admitted to me 
bership by transfer certificate shall not 
required to pay any fee, as provided in Secti 
8, Article X, of the Constitution. 


SEC. 6. The fee for reinstatement shall be 
one year’s dues. 


Sec. 7. The dues of this Lodge shall be $2.50 
per year, payable quarterly in a dvance. 
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ARTICLE IV. 
CARDS. 
SECTION 1. When a member shall desire a 
withdrawal card he or she shall request the same 
_ in open Lodge, or in writing, and, if clear on the 
. books, he or she shall be entitled to it on pay- 
i ment of 25 cents, as provided in Sections 1 and 4, 





Article X, of the Constitution. 


Sec. 2. A member wishing a visiting card 
shall, upon payment of dues to the end of the 
term for which the card is granted, and 25 cents 
for the card, be entitled to the same, as provided 
in Section 1, Article X, of the Constitution. 

Sec. 8. The fee for a dismissal certificate 
shall be $1.00, as provided in Section 1, Article 
X, of the Constitution. 


Sec. 4. Transfer certificates shall be issued to 
members upon payment of 25 cents, and as pro- 
vided in Section 3, Article X, of the Constitution. 

ARTICLE V. 
BALLOTS AND ELECTIONS. 


SECTION 1. Officers shall be voted for sepa- 
rately and must receive a majority of all votes 
cast to entitle them to election. 

Sec. 2. At all elections for officers and Trus- 
tees the Recording Secretary shall provide blank 
ballots for the use of the members. It shall be 
the duty of the N. G. to appoint two Tellers, 
ho, with the Warden, shall canvass the votes 
ast and declare the result to the N. G., by 
hom it shall be announced to the Lodge. 


ARTICLE VI. 








FUNDS. 


—  SEcTION 1. Relief granted or the current 

expenses of the Lodge may be paid at any regu- 
lar meeting by a majority vote of the Lodge; 
but stocks, investments, securities and funds 
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bers present. ‘ 
ARTICLE VII. 


OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES. 


SECTION 1. The appointed officers shall be 
appointed by the N. G., except the R. S. V. G. and 
L. S. V. G., who shall be appointed by the V. G. 


Sec. 2. It shall be the duty of the N. G. t 
preside at all meetings and enforce a due observ- 
ance of the Constitution and By-Laws; see that 
the officers of the Lodge and members of — 
committees perform their respective duties as 
enjoined by the several charges and the Consti- 
tution and By-Laws; appoint the majority of all 
committees (except the committee to introduce 
visitors, of which he or she shall appoint all 
three); have special charge of the doors; give 
the casting vote on all matters and questions 
(except election of officers and membership); 
inspect and announce the result of all ballots and 
votes of the Lodge; have charge of the charter 
(which he or she must always have in the Lodge 
while in session); sign all warrants drawn by the 
Recording Secretary on the Treasurer for such 
sums as shall have been voted by the Lodge, — 
and perform such other duties as apperain t 
his or her office. 


Sec. 3. The V. G. shall assist the N. G. 
the performance of his or her duties; appoint h: 
or her own Supporters; appoint the minority of al 
committees (except the committee to introduce 
visitors, which shall be appointed by the N. G.) 
have charge of the inner door, under the direc- 
tion of the N. G.; in the absence of the N. G. 
preside, and perform such other duties as the 
Lodge may designate. 
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Sec. 4. The Recording Secretary shall keep 
accurate minutes of the transactions of the 
Lodge; read all reports, petitions and communi- 
cations that may be presented; write all com- 
munications; fill up all cards, certificates and 
reports; attest them and affix to them the seal 
* of the Lodge, which seal shall remain in the offi- 
cial keeping of this officer; make out, attest and 
affix the seal to the annual reports when approved 
_ by the Lodge and signed by the proper officers; 
: forward the reports, together with the per capita 
tax, to the Secretary of the Rebekah Assembly; 
deliver to the next succeeding Secretary the seal 
and all books and papers appertaining to the 
office of Recording Secretary that may be in 
possession of such officer; draw and attest all 
orders on the Treasurer for moneys voted at 
regular meetings, and none cther; make out 
all notices that may be required for special 
meetings; notify every applicant for member- 
ship who has been elected; enroll in a book 
provided for that purpose the names of the 
- members of the Lodge and residence, and from 
_ time to time in a proper marginal column note 
the fact of death, suspension, expulsion or with- 
_ drawal by card, as the same may occur; when 
a brother joins this Lodge notify the Secretary 
of the Subordinate Lodge of which he is a member 
that he has become a member of this Lodge, and 
_ perform such other duties as the laws, rules and 
usages of the Order may require. 





_ Sec. 5. The Financial Secretary shall keep 
in suitable books for that purpose the accounts 
between the Lodge and its members; receive all 
moneys due the Lodge and pay the same to the 
Treasurer each meeting night, taking his or her 
receipt therefor; furnish and read to the Lodge 
on the night preceding the expiration of each 
term a list of members who are delinquent, with 
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the amount due from each; report to the Lodge 
the names of all members who are twelve months 
or more in arrears for dues; issue a notice to 
each member so reported of such delinquency 
and the amount thereof, and, if not paid at the 
next regular meeting thereafter, the name of 


such member shall be dropped from the roll, as * 
provided in Section 2, Article VI, of the Consti-— 


tution; attend the committee appointed to audit 


the books and accounts, and perform such other | 


duties as the laws, rules and usages of the Order 
may require. 


Sec. 6. The Treasurer, prior to installation 
in office, shall give a joint and several bond in 
such sum as the Lodge may determine, with two 
approved sureties, with such penalties and condi- 
tions as may be prescribed by the Lodge. He 
or she shal] receive from the Financial Secretary 
all moneys of the Lodge, giving a receipt for the 
same; pay all orders drawn on him or her by the 
Recording Secretary and signed by the N. G.; 
keep a correct account of all moneys received 
and disbursed; at the first meeting of the term 
furnish the Lodge with a full report of all 
receipts and disbursements of the last term, with 
vouchers, and have his or her books completed 
and balanced for the term for the examination 


of the Finance Committee; deliver up, aa 


legally called upon, all books, papers, moneys 


and other property belonging to the Lodge to his — 


or her successor in office, or to any person whom 
the Lodge may specially designate to receive them. 
The Treasurer shall receive $2.00 per month for 
her service. 

Sec. 7. All other officers shall perform such 
duties as are prescribed for them by the usages 
of the Order and charges of their respective offices. 


SEC. 8. On the night of the installation of 
officers for the term the Lodge shall elect a Cap- 


; 


. 
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tain, whose duty it shall be to select and instruct 
(with the consent of the officers) a degree staff 
for the purpose of exemplifying the floor work. 


_ Sec. 9. The Recording and Financial Secre- 
taries shall each receive the sum of $4.00 per 
-month for their services. 


ARTICLE VIII. 
STANDING COMMITTEES. 


SECTION 1. At the commencement of each 
term the N. G. and V. G. shall appoint a Finance 
Committee, to consist of three members, whose 
duty it shall be to examine all accounts brought 
before the Lodge and report on the same as soon 
as possible; also the reports of the officers. For 
the purpose of such examination they shall have 
access to the books of any officer of the Lodge. 


BEC. 2a NeeN Go Vis Gu hs o- ON. Gila. 
N. G., R. S. V. G. and L. S. V. G. shall consti- 
tute a Visiting and Relief Committee, whose duty 
it shall be to visit the sisters of the Lodge who 
may be disabled by sickness or accident within 
twelve hours after receiving information of the 
same, and continue to render them during their 
sickness such assistance as the Lodge may deem 


i, 3 ARTICLE IX 
PENALTIES. 


SECTION |. Any member guilty of immoral or 
improper conduct, in or out of the Lodge room, 
shall be fined, suspended or expelled, as the 
' Lodge may determine after due trial. 


Sec. 2. Any member disregarding the author- 

ity of the N. G. by persisting in the use of 
improper language, or conducting himself or 
herself in a disorderly manner, shall be subject 
to reprimand, suspension or expulsion, as the 
Lodge may determine after due trial. 
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Order of Business. 


Opening. 

Presentation of Visiting Cards. 
Roll Call of Officers. 

Reading of the Minutes. 

Reports on Sickness and Distress. 
Reports of Visiting Committee. 
Applications for Membership. 
Reports of Investigating Committees. 
Balloting for Candidates. 
Admission of Members by Card. 
Initiation. 

Reports of Special Committees. 
Bills Read and Referred. 
Absentees of Previous Meeting Called. 
Unfinished Business. 
Communications Read. 
Applications for Cards. 

New Business. 

Report of Finance Committee. 
Good and Welfare. 

Receipts of the Evening. 

Closing. 


Rules of Order. 


1 During the continuance of the meeting the most decorous 
conduct must be observed—the officers and members retaining 
their seats, and no one leaving the room without permission of 
the N. G., or entering without consent of the V. G. 


2 No member shall, by conversation or otherwise, interrupt 
the business of the Lodge or refuse to obey the N. G. 


3 Every officer and member shall be designated in debate 
or otherwise by their proper office or title, according to their 
standing in the Order. 


4 No. member shall be permitted to vote or speak unless 
clothed in regalia according to rank and station, and occupy- 
ing the proper position. 


5 The N.G., while presiding, shall state every question 
coming before the Lodge, and before putting it to a vote shall 
ask: “‘Is the Lodge ready for the question?’ If no member 
rise to speak the N. G. shall rise and put the motion without 
any further debate. The N. G. shall announce the votes and 
decisions of the Lodge on all subjects. Decisions on questions 
of order shall be without debate, unless invited by the N. G., 
who shall have the privilege of speaking in such case from the 
chair. When decisions are appealed from, the question shall 
be: ‘‘ Will the Lodge sustain the chair in its decision?” 

6 Every member, desiring to speak or offer a motion, shall 
rise and respectfully address the N. G., and while speaking 
shall confine all remarks to the question under debate, avoid- 
ing all personalities and indecorous language as well as any 
reflection upon the Lodge or its members. 


7 Iftwoor more members rise to speak at the same time 
the N. G. shall decide which is entitled to the floor. 


8 No member shall interrupt or disturb another while 
speaking, unless to call to order, or ask for explanation. 


9 A member, while speaking, if called to order by the N. 
G., shall cease speaking and be seated until the question of 
order is decided, when, if permitted, may proceed. 

10 No member shall be permitted to speak more than once 
on the same question until all members present wishing to 
speak have had an opportunity to do so, nor more than twice 
without permission of the N. G. 

11 No motion shall be subject to action unless seconded and 
stated by the N. G., and at the desire of any member be 
reduced to writing. 

12 When a blank is to be filled the question shall be first 
taken upon the highest sum or number and the longest or 
latest time proposed. Any member may call for a division of 
a question when the sense will admit of it. 
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18 When a question is before the Lodge no motion shall be 
entertained unless to proceed to close, the previous question, 
to lie on the table, to indefinitely postpone, to postpone toa 
time, to refer, or to amend, and shall have precedence in the 
order herein named. The first four shall be decided without 
debate. 


14 After any question, except one of indefinite postpone- 
ment, has been decided, any member who voted in the major- 
ity may, at the same or next succeeding meeting, move fora 
reconsideration thereof. 


15 The previous question can be called for by two members 
and shall be put in this form: “Shall the main question be 
now put?’ If the motion be carried, the vote shall first be upon 
all pending amendments, after which upon the main question, 


16 Every member present shall vote on all questions before 
the Lodge, unless personally interested in the result, or 
excused by the Lodge, or otherwise incapacitated. 


17 The N. G. having taken the chair, and the Lodge having 
been duly opened, the business shall be conducted in accord- 
ance with the Order of Business; provided, that the form may 
be varied on motion or at the discretion of the N. G., as 
circumstances may require, 


18 Allresolutions shall be put in writing, signd by those 
presenting them, and such resolutions shall not be before the 
Lodge until read. 


19 No member shall be allowed to cast a vote after a ballot 
has been announced as closed by the N. G. unless by unani- 
mous consent. 


20 Rules of Order are conventional only, and any particular 
Rule, or all of them, may be dispensed with for the time, or 
for the whole evening, by consent of two-thirds of the mem- 
bers present. 
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